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P.N.E.U. NOTES. 


;.Hniirable paper at his own residence upon " Ihe religious training of 
children”; under the chairmanship of Dr. Laing-Gordon. The lecturer 
dwelt upon the mutual dependence of secular and religious education, and 
pointed out liow necessary religion is for the building up of character. He 
emphasized the fact that parents are the proper educators in religious 
matters and urged that such education should be begun earjy-that the 
child should be educated into the kingdom of God at the mother’s knee, 
rather than that a so-called conversion should be necessary in later life| 
An interesting discussion followed, in which Miss Pound, Miss Cocks, and 
others took part. The Hon. Sec. announced that the membership was 31, 
and that 17 members were present at the conversazione in the Portmnri 
Rooms, held during the Conference week. 


Richmond and Keav.— Mrs Steinthal’s demonstration of Brush 
Painting, on May 5th, was very much appreciated, and in spite of a wet 
day a good number came to hear her. Not the least interesting result of 
the afternoon was the opportunity it afforded of showing the work Miss 
Betterton had already done amongst the children of Kew, work which Mrs. 
Steinthal heartily commended. — The last lecture of this Session was held 
at Mrs. Book’s, West Lodge, Kew Gardens, on June 29th, Mrs. Corrie 
Grant in the chair, Avhen Mrs. Carrol Kelsey (Lecturer for the L C.C.) 
spoke on “ Hygienic dress for children.’' 


Chichester.— A Natural History Section has been begun, and two 
lectures have already been given by the Rev. R. J. Burdon, on ” Botany.” 
These have been fairly well attended by our young people, and are proving 
more and more interesting. Mr. Burdon is so well up in his subject, that his 
lectures would be both interesting and instructive to our older members if 
they could only attend them. Mrs. Deane, by whose kindness the lectures 

are given in the Residentiary, would gladly welcome such additions to our 
meetings. 


interesting lecture was given by Mrs. Steinthal, on 
^ ^“ffnsta Gardens (by kind permission of Miss Adolphus), 

esu ject of the lecture was “ Art in the nursery.” The President and 
all those present were delighted with the address. Mrs. Steinthal shewed 

wonderfully executed by very young children.- 
e ook-binding class in connection with the P.N.E.U. has had to be 
postponed till next session. 


PARENTS' REVIEW 

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME-TRAINING AND CULTURE. 

** Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


P.N.E.U. CONFERENCE, 1898. 

(Continued from page 466^. 


ANNUAL CONVERSAZIONE, May nth, at 8.30. 
At Portman Rooms. 

Sir George Kekewich, K.C.B., occupied the chair, and 
said he had great pleasure in coming to introduce Canon 
Lyttelton. He was glad to feel that the P.N.E.U. had been 
successful, and that that success was continuing. He thought 
that there were two principal reasons for this. The first was 
that we were growing more and more to regard education 
from the child’s stand-point. As the Head of the Department 
dealing with this, he had felt that we were coming to a 
broader and more humane view of education, and were 
realising that the object of education Avas not to cram a 
child with so-called knowledge, but to form character. The 
child could only learn to learn ; education was a means to 
education. It was a long if not an endless ladder, and we 
fiad to give children the desire to climb it. In his opinion 
intelligence would give the desire, and character the strength 
to do it,. [Applause]. M^e Avere becoming a more education- 
loving people. Another cause Avas the higher education of 
Women. The mother was the chief educator of children, and 



478 


P.N.E.U. CONFERENCE. 


she had benefited enormously by higher education. 'What 
we required was a race of parents who had been really 
educated. In the past, elementary education had lain under 
the dark shadow of payment by results ; the teachers were 
indeed a bright spot on our educational system, and we 
owed them a lasting debt of gratitude, but they were under 
an iron code, a system of examinations on a given ^day 
There was still a bar still a temptation to iron method 
Now, examination had largely disappeared, and the schools 
were now tested by inspection only. What we had to Wait 
for was a new generation of parents. We must remember 
that a chil(J was like a flower — light and warmth were 
necessary to it : it was not desirable to force it. Let our 
endeavour be to make our children happy, honourable and 
strong, then indeed, as the Great Book says, “ our sons may 
grow up as the young plants, and our daughters as the 
polished corners of the temple.” [Applause]. 

Canon Lyttelton’s address, which can only be given in 
an abstract, was to the following effect : — As allusion had 
been made to his interest in cricket, he could not help con- 
trasting that game, so eminently suitable for boys, with golf 
which threatened to take its place, and expressing a hope 
that the latter game would never be looked on as a suitable 
game for boys, being in spite of its great merits, an eminently 
selfish game. But they were met to consider graver topics, 
and he would begin by speaking on the need for a little more 
ar ness in modern training of boys. It was lamentable to 
rea ize the vast amount of waste going on, because boys 
were unaware of the power that was in them of surmounting 
^ H countless instances the attempt was never 

bp ^ cn it might be successful. The home training should 
fnpnf^i ^ricourage effort in the child, physical and 

yr ’ ^ 8^iving just the requisite minimum of help. 

He bar) fl^cstion the speaker dealt with was that of food, 
which cerf^^ giving a great deal of attention to the relation 
and the existed between over-eating in the young 

Sst?o had done his 

It was hedo-eri I ”^®*^ieal opinion on the subject, 

doctors see^H obscurities and difficulties. Most 

exceed in fr>r>/i ° the adult man could very easily 

m food, and that a vast proportion of well-to-do 


ANNUAL conversazione. 
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people did so. But they thought that growing boys might 
safely indulge their appetites to the full. The speaker 
wished to raise the question for the best consideration of 
his audience : How was the transition to be made ? What 
attempts were being made, either by experts or amateurs, 
to secure that any young man should learn to mistrust the 
dictates of his appetites ? And supposing they had been 
artificially stimulated during boyhood, what chance was 
there of the craving being reduced to the right proportions 
as soon as growth ceased ? He was convinced that the 
morality of young men demanded that this very intricate 
question should be fairly faced. 

Allied with this subject, but leading on to deeper themes, 
was the question of how to teach the young to think of 
matter in general. The speaker here referred to a great 
book recently out, called Divine Immanence^ by Rev. J. R. 
Illingworth. There the relation between spirit and matter 
was explained in a masterly fashion, and it was advisable 
for parents to grapple with the principles of this department 
of thought, seeing that it was singularly easy to fall into a 
way of disparaging matter : especially as connected with the 
human body, and thereby lowering a lad’s view of Creation, 
and so of the Creator. 

The last subject touched on was the great need that 
existed, quite unknown to scores of people, for good men 
and gentlemen to take work in the Colonies among the 
English settlers, tradesmen, gold-diggers, hunters, etc., etc. 
Nothing could be more grievous than the rapidity with which 
fine young men went abroad and deteriorated in character, 
because of the absolute neglect in which they lived as 
regards their higher spiritual life, owing to the dearth of 
cultivated devoted clergy in those regions. The present 
glorification of the greatness of the British Empire should 
be counteracted and balanced by a deep misgiving as to 
what must happen if with all this extent of territory the 
national character were allowed to sink ; and sink it 
assuredly would if schoolboys continued to emigrate into 
an atmosphere of sheer heathenism. The speaker com- 
mended these facts to the consideration of parents, m view 
of the increasing difficulty of finding employment or t e 
sons at home. 
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Miss Mason proposed a vote of thanks to 
and remarked that the mere fact of getting such speaV.^> 
address the Union was a justification for its • ® 


“ Th6re is some hope, said Miss Mason, of g’ettino- 
of Canon Lyttelton’s practical suggestions carried out 
I believe that he proposes to publish a pamphlet, whirl,’ 


be put oeiuic i.xv. Socipt 

but not generally circulated. Its publication will be d i 
announced in the Parents' Review.” Miss Mason spoke^ f 
the great pleasure it had given her to welcome such a numV^ 
of enthusiastic members of the P.N.E.U., many of whom h^d 
come from long distances, even from Ireland and Scotland 
to attend the Conference. She expressed her gratitude 
one of the honorary organizing secretaries, who had originated 
the idea of the Conference as a means of uniting the members 
still more closely. Miss Mason concluded by noticing with 
regret the absence of Dr. Helen Webb, who had been suddenly 
called abroad, and whose interest in the work of the Union 
w as so valuable. 

\ 

Dr. Laing Gordon seconded the vote of thanks to Canon 
Lyttelton “for the intellectual treat” he had given those 
present. 

Canon Lyttelton thanked the members ior their kindness 
in listening to him, and regretted that though he had raised 

a number of contentious points he was unable to stay and 
discuss them. 

Dr. Schoheld proposed a vote of thanks to Sir George 
ewic , who, by taking the chair on this occasion, had for 
er set aside all fear that the Parents’ National Educational 

“tIiTpyt^t *^^^°&nised by the Education Department. 
Dr SpV> V 1 j with children at an early age,” said 

chilH’c n ^ great stress on the formation of a 

the KepmTas\^lf Tf twelve.” He thought that 

the Tlm'r. j tself a witness to the growth and extent oi 

found underthriT^a -^ interesting features were to be 

Extension nf u Lecturers, Balance at Bankers, 


of almost Ar. u , Library. The latter consist 

training of bearing on the education and character- 

because as thp^ y^^^ng ; and its growth was very satisfactory, 

9-ry to equip children to face it. 


annual conversazione, 
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increase of the Library, said Dr. .Schofield, “is a sign that 
the P.N.E.U. has not become fossilized, but is prepared to 
assimilate the best thought of this and all countries. We do 
not formulate a definite creed, but are living and growing 
in numbers and principles.” ® 

Mrs. Howard Glover seconded the vote of thanks to 
Sir George Kekewich, who returned thanks in a humourous 
speech, after which the formal proceedings concluded, and 
the members conversed and examined the very interesting 
exhibits from the “ House of Education.” 


